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LINKING PEOPLE TO PLACES' ON Y VA 

Georgetown South Service Expansion and 
Union-Pears on Rail Link Project 

Bye-mail 

September 30, 2009 

Memorandum to:	 Alissa Sugar 
Project Evaluator 
Environmental Assessment Program 
Ministry of the Environment 

From:	 James O'Mara 
Executive Lead, Environment Policy and Planning 

Re:	 Erratum for Environmental Project Report 

As discussed, please find attached to this memorandum agreed upon wording for changes in 
the Environmental Project Report, dated July 30 , 2009, for the Georgetown South Service 
Expansion and Union-Pearson Rail Link project. We understand that you will attach this 
erratum to the Environmental Project Report in the Public Record File. We will attach this 
memorandum and the attached erratum to the document in our files. 

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

cc. Mike Bricks, Ecoplans 
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Summary of Changes to Environmental Project Report 

Page Section 
85 3.3.2.2 

Table 3.3.2.2-2 

3 16 6. I. 1.2 

355 6.2.2 .1 

355 -356 6.2.2.1 

Original EPR Text 
The TRCA will be consulted during detai led design to finalize 
construct ion access and mitigation measures at the Humber 
River. Please refer to Section 6. I .2.1 (Potential Construction 
Impacts and Propo sed Mitigation Measures). 
Under Proposed Mitigation Measures: 

...The TRCA will be consulted during detailed design in order 
to finalize construction access and mitigation measures. 

Under Grade Separations (7 t11 bullet under Long-term 
construction activities): 

o .. .Denison Avenue road/rail 

fo r the lowered rail corridor through Weston the rock elevation 
is only from 2 to 5 metres while the lowered rail corr idor 
excavatio n is up to 10 metres deep. The resu It is that, while 
piling will be relatively shallow, there will be considerable rock 
excavation required. There are various methods for excavating 
shale including the Lise of heavy duty hydraulic equipment to rip 
and excava te the frag mented shale. All methods will result in 
elevated construction noise at various ti rnes during the 
construction durat ion. 

For the lowered rail corr idor through the Strachan Avenue area 
the rock is genera lly below the final excavatio n and tbe 
groundwater table is relatively low. This area will require 
various length of piling to support the surrounding ground . 

Construction act ivities are genera lly noisy and will include, but 
are not limited to, pile installation, rock and soil excavat ion, 
grading, concrete piers, forming and pouring concrete walls, 
utility relocatio ns, material haulage and landscaping. 

Revised EPR Text 
The TRCA will be consulted dur ing detailed design to finalize 
construction access and mitigation/compensation measures at 
the Humber River. Please refer to Sect ion 6.1.2.1 (Potential 
Construction Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures). 
Under Proposed Mitigation Measures: 

...The TRCA will be consulted during deta iled design in order 
to finalize construction access and mitigation/compensation 
measures. 
Under Grade Separations (7 ti l bullet under Long-term 
construction activ ities): 

o ... Denison Road road/rai l 
o Highway 40 ]/409 Tunnel Constructio n 

For the lowered rail conidor thr ough Weston the rock elevation 
is only from 2 to 5 metres below ground level while the lowered 
rai l corridor excavation is up to 10 metres deep . The result is 
that. while piling wiJJ be relatively shallow, there will be 
considerable rock excavat ion required. There are various 
methods for excava ting shale including the use of heavy duty 
hydraulic equipment to rip and excavate the fragmented shale. 
All methods will result In elevated construction noise at various 
times during construct ion. The method of piling, equipment to 
be used and associated mitigatio n measures will be determined 
prior to construction and this information will be shared with the 
MOE. 

For the lowered rail corr idor through the Strachan Avenue area 
the rock is genera lly below the final excavat ion and the 
groundwater table is relatively low. The proposed construction 
of the track and retaining wall at this location is expected to be 
about 5 rn deep and will be made through the fill and into the 
clayey silt t iII and/or s ilty clay till. This area will require various 
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length of piling to support the surrounding ground. The method 
of piling , equipment to be used and associated mitigation 
measures will be determined prior to construction and this 
information will be shared with the MOE. 

The Carlingview Drive and Denison Road grade separations and 
roadway underpasses will take at least two construction seasons 
to complete. There will be excavat ion under the railway and a 
new railway structure for each 2 lane road. rn add ition, at 
CarJingview Drive there will be lowerin g and regrading of the 
Woodbine service road parallel to and north of the railway 
corridor so that it matches the new lowered Carlingview Drive 
roadwa y. The propo sed excavation at this location is expected to 
be 7 m deep and will be constructed through the fill and clayey 
s ilt till. At Denison Road there will be adj us tme nt to the new 
east side old Denison Road to provide a service road to the 
propertie s south of Denison Road and west of the rail corr idor, 
The prop osed excavation is expected to be about 7 In deep and 
will be about 5 m below the groundwater table. The excavati on 
is expected to be made through the existing fill into sand, which, 
being below water table , would not be stable unless the water 
level is temporarily lowered to below excavation level. 
Retaining walls will be required for to support the excavation 
for both Ca rling vie w and Denison. Ifany piling is required the 
method of piling, equipment (0 be used and associated 
mit igation measure s will be determined prior to construction 
and this information will be shared with the MOE . 

Work in the vicinity ofthe West Toronto Diamond will be 
limited to less intrusive construction activiti es (e.g. laying track) 
as all the major construction activities for the grade separation 
are being completed as part of the curr ent construction project. 
This future work will not overlap with the current work. 

Constru ction activities are generall y noisy and will include , but 
are not limited to, pile installation, rock and soil exca vation , 
grading, concrete piers, forming and pourin g concrete walls, 
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utility relocations, material haulage and landscaping . 
Construction equipment has safety features such as backup 
alarms while backing up (beeping sound). This is for the 
protection and safety of the workers, and is legally required. In 
addition, night work requir es lighting, which can often be a 
cause of discomfort for neighbourho ods, but is required for 
safety of the construction workers. All of these issues can be of 
concern to local residents depend ing on the tim ing, frequency 
and intensity. Blasting is not anticipated to be required during 
construction. 

35 6 6.2 .2 .1 Under Communications ofstatu s and activities: Under Communications ofstatus and activities: 

0 A website will be developed to provide ongoing • As an ongoing part of its community engagement 
updates to facilitate communications during design strategy, Metrolinx intends to: 
and construction . 0 Develop a web site to provide ongoing updates 

0 Whenever construction activity impacts a residential on design and construction activities. This will 
or business area, advance notice will be provided to be ' Iive' priot to construction. 
the residents and businesses within the zone of 0 Will provide advanced notice to the residents 
influence. and businesses within the zone of influence 

0 Neighbourhoods will be kept updated on construction abont construction activity impact s. The extent 
duration and progress. of, and approach to, notification will depend on 

0 Community liaison officers will be available for the typ e of construction being proposed. 
neighbourhoods to contact with specific information Examples of notification methods include 
requests. meetings, del ivery of notices in advance of 

construction and signs near a construction site. 
0 Neighbourhoods will be kept updated on 

construction duration and progress as warranted 
throughout construction . 

0 Community liaison officers wi II be available 
for neighbourhoods to contact with specific 
information requests. Enquiries received and 
responses provided will be documented on an 
ongoing basis. This information will be 
available to the MO E when requested . 

35 7 6.2 .2.1 Under Enq uiries/ Complaints Procedur es: Under Enquiries/Complaints Procedures: 

0 C o m m~!2.!ty liaison officers will be available for 0 Community liaison officers will be available for 
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neighbourhood res idents and busin ess to hear and 
assist with issues that may ari se during co nstruct ion. 

3 57 6 .2 .2. 1 Under Te chnica l (4th bull et): 

• In ra iI co rr ido rs, night work is o fte n required for 
activities such as track sh ifts o r bridge span 
insta llation . A s such, eve ry effort will be made to 
minimize impact s on the neighbourhood . Ni ght work 
requ ires lightin g, whi ch can o ften be a cause of 
discomfort for neighbourh ood s, but is required for 
sa fety o f the construction work er s . 

357 6. 2.2.1 Under Tec hnica l (7Ut bull et) : 

. Ifpiling is required , the type of pile install ation 
required, w ill be determ ined during detail ed design . 
Wh er ever so il condition s a llow, dr iven pil es w ill uot be 
used . Ifdriven piles are required va riou s meth ods will 
be assessed durin g detailed design to minimi ze noise 
whi le at the same time co ns ide ring cost and length of 
tim e for co nstr uct ion. 

358 6 .2 .2.2 Uude r Prop osed Miti gati on Me asur es (at top o f pag e) : 

G ive n that th e n oise impact assessm ent was co mpleted for the 
15 yea r Metrolin x plann ing hori zon and, for some area s 
(sp ecifi call y nor th o f th e Jun ction ) , the incr ease in so und for that 
hor izon yea r was slightly above the trigger for m itigati on, 
Metrol inx may co nside r stag ing the co ns truc tion of aco ustical 
barri ers or pro viding a lte rna tive measur es. Th is decision would 
be based on wh en they are warran ted by future service level s 
and subject to technical and econom ic fea sibility. Worst-case 

nei ghbourhood resid ent s and busin ess to hear and 
assist with issues that may arise during construction . 
Co mments recei ved and respon ses provided will be 
doc umented on an ongo ing basis . Th is information 
wil l be availabl e to the MO E wh en requested. 

Unde r Techn ical (41h bullet): 

. In rail corridors, night and/or weekend work is often 
required for act iv ities such as tr ack shifts or bridge 
span installation . Effort will be ma de to minimi ze 
e ffects on the neighb ourhood dur ing night wor k. For 
exam ple, it may be poss ible to co nfigure equ ipment 
mov em ent on-s ite to avoi d backin g-up (a nd the 
associated back-up warning so und), pro vide noise 
tent s, shie ld, acoustica l barr ier s for noisier equipment, 
etc. 

Unde r Technica l (7" bull e t): 

•	 Wh ere ver soil co ndit ions a llow, dri ven piles will not 
be used . [f driven piles are required various methods 
(such as shro uding) will be assessed to minimize noise 
whil e at the same time co ns ide ring technical 
feasibil ity, cost and length of time for construct ion. [f 
piling is required , the meth od of piling, eq uipment to 
be used and assoc iated mitigation measures will be 
determined pri or to co nstruc t ion and this informatio n 
will be share d with the MOE. 

Unde r Prop osed Miti gati on Mea sures (at top o f page): 

As train traffic is ex pec ted to increase gradua lly ove r the 
planning horizon , Metrolinx may co ns ider stag ing the 
con stru ction of aco ustica l barri er s so that they are con structed 
wh en warr anted (i .e. 5 db A increase) as o pposed to at in itial 
con stru ction. T his decisi on would be based on wh en the y are 
warranted (as per the prev ious ly stated c riteri a) . A N oise 
Miti gati on Pl an that outlines where and wh en the barr iers will 
be pl aced and the details of these barri ers (dimensions erc.) will 
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maintenance noise levels have the potential to be quite loud be provided to the MOE prior to constructio n of these structures 
during some short periods of time. Since noise impacts for review. 
associated with maintenance activities are relatively short 
compared to operational noise they are typically better tolerated Worst-case mainten ance noise levels have the potential to be 
by the community at large. During maintenance act ivities the quite loud during some ShO t1 periods of time. Since noise 
best management pract ices identified in Secti on 6.2.2.1 will be impacts assoc iated with maintenance act ivities are relatively 
implemented as appropriate. short compared to operational noise they are typically bett er 

tolerated by the comrn unity at large. During maintenance 
act ivities the best management practices identified in Sec tion 
6.2.2.1 will be implemented as appro priate. 

472 Table 6.10- 1 Under Aquatic En vironment (in 2nd Paragraph ): Under Aquatic Environment (in 2n d Paragraph ): 

. . .The T RCA will be consulted during Detail Design in order to ... The T RCA will be consulted during detailed design in order 
final ize construction access and mit igation measures. to finalize construction access and mitigation/compensation 

measures. 
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