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REPORT DISCLAIMER 

 

NOTWITHSTANDING the results and recommendations presented in this study, Archaeological Services 

Inc. notes that no cultural heritage assessment, no matter how thorough or carefully completed, can 

necessarily identify every property and/or structure that has not been previously identified as a known 

or potential cultural heritage resource. Cultural heritage assessments for transportation related projects 

are limited to the public right-of-way, and as such, potential cultural heritage resources on private 

property may be screened from view by vegetation and/or other barriers. In the event that a potential 

cultural heritage resource is found during subsequent construction activities, the consultant cultural 

heritage specialist and approval authority should be immediately notified. 
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Executive Summary 
ASI was contracted by Morrison Hershfield on behalf of Metrolinx to conduct a Cultural Heritage 

Evaluation Report (CHER) and Cultural Heritage Evaluation Recommendation Report (CHERR) of the 

Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge, Mile 5.65 (Barrie rail corridor) as part of the GO Rail Network 

Electrification Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP). Metrolinx is undertaking a Transit Project 

Assessment study under Ontario Regulation 231/08 - Transit Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings for 

electrification of the GO Rail Network. The purpose of the Project is to convert the GO Network from 

diesel to electric power. The Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge was identified as a Conditional Heritage 

Property as part of the Cultural Heritage Screening Report completed for this Project. The Innes Avenue 

Pedestrian Bridge is located at Mile 5.65 of the Barrie rail corridor, and is owned by the City of Toronto. 

The overhead bridge carries pedestrian traffic over the rail corridor. 

 

Part 1 of this CHER provides a description of this potential cultural heritage resource, including a 

summary of the historical and current context (Section 1), a description of methodology and sources 

(Section 2), existing heritage recognition of the resource (Section 3), a description of adjacent lands 

(Section 4), summary of previous archaeological assessments (Section 5), community input (Section 6), 

and discussion of cultural heritage value (Section 7). A data sheet for the resource is provided in Section 

8 and figures, including mapping and photographs, are provided in Section 9. Part 2 of this CHER 

contains the Recommendations Report which presents the evaluation tables outlining criteria set out in 

Ontario Regulations 9/06 and 10/06 and recommended outcome of the evaluation. 

 

The CHER was conducted by Joel Konrad, Cultural Heritage Specialist, John Sleath, Cultural Heritage 

Assistant, and Johanna Kelly, Cultural Heritage Assistant, all of ASI. 
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1 Introduction 
ASI was contracted by Morrison Hershfield on behalf of Metrolinx to conduct a Cultural Heritage 

Evaluation Report (CHER) and Cultural Heritage Evaluation Recommendation Report (CHERR) of the 

Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge, Mile 5.65 (Barrie rail corridor) as part of the GO Rail Network 

Electrification Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP). Metrolinx is undertaking a Transit Project 

Assessment study under Ontario Regulation 231/08 - Transit Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings for 

electrification of the GO Rail Network. The purpose of the Project is to convert the GO Network from 

diesel to electric power. The Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge was identified as a Conditional Heritage 

Property as part of the Cultural Heritage Screening Report completed for this Project. 

 

1.1  Description of Property 
The Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge is located at Mile 5.65 of the Barrie rail corridor, and is located in 

the City of Toronto (Figure 1-1 and Figure 1-2). The bridge is a single-span, steel beam structure that 

carries pedestrian traffic in an east and west direction over one rail line. The bridge is located within one 

ownership parcel: PIN 21320-0989. The bridge is currently owned and maintained by the City of 

Toronto. 

 

1.2  Historical Summary 
The Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge is located in part of Lots 33 and 34, Concession III (West of Yonge 

Street) in the historic Township of York in the former County of York. The bridge is located southwest of 

the historic village of Fairbank, which developed at the corner of Dufferin Street and Eglinton Avenue 

West (See historical mapping in Section 9.0). 

 

The Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge was built in 1991 to the designs and specifications of City of 

Toronto Planning and Development Department, Architecture and Urban Design Division. The date of 

any alterations or repairs is unknown. The subject bridge was constructed to replace and earlier wooden 

pedestrian bridge, constructed in 1956. A wooden structure is also noted on 1918 Topographical 

Mapping, suggesting this location has served as a bridging point for at least a century. 

 

1.3  Current Context 
The Innes Avenue Pedestrian Bridge is located on a small east-west road in the City of Toronto. The 

general area around the bridge is an established residential community consisting of single detached 

and semi-detached residences with established streetscapes. 

 
  


























































