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Invitation to Participate in
Regional Transportation Plan Study

January 8, 2008

What’'s happening? On January 7 and 9, 2008, Metrolinx posted a Statutory Notice for
the Commencement of the Regional Transportation Plan Study. Notices appeared in the
Toronto Star and the Hamilton Spectator. A French language version of the Notice
appeared in Toronto L’express on January 8 and 15, 2008. Statutory Notices are commonly
used to tell people about a Plan which will affect future environmental assessments which
may interest them.

Why is knowing about this Regional Transportation Plan important? The plan could
affect everything about transportation in your area, such as:

How long will it take you to get to work or school?
Will it be faster by car or by transit?

How much cheaper will it be by transit?

How much priority should bikes and transit get?
Should we build a subway or roads?

Or should we build something else?

And, if so, where should it be built?

What places are affected by the Regional Transportation Plan? The notice lets you
know that Metrolinx is developing a transportation plan for the Greater Toronto and
Hamilton Area. The area includes the Cities of Toronto and Hamilton, and the Regions of
Halton, Peel, York and Durham. If you live or work in this area, the plan will affect you
because it will guide how people and goods get around for the next 25 years. If you want to
participate in creating the plan, this notice tells you how.

As a first step, Metrolinx will release Green Papers to consult on a nhumber of key topics.
For details about the papers, click here.

Later in 2008, these green papers will be followed by white papers with proposed policies,
by a draft plan, and then by the final Regional Transportation Plan. The final plan will be
implemented when municipalities and the province build and operate transportation facilities
such as roads and bus services.

How can I participate? There will be public and stakeholder consultation at each major
step of the plan. All of the key study documents will be posted on the Metrolinx website and
the Environmental Registry, and will be available at some public libraries. Metrolinx will also
hold in-person presentations and meetings. If you want to be notified of consultation
opportunities and meetings, please see the details below.

Where will there be changes? That 6s what the plan will tell wus.

Transportation Plan must, however, follow the Provincial Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and the Greenbelt Plan. These three
plans show preliminary ideas for the location of new roads and transit facilities. Click here
for more details about these plans.
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Why is there a reference to the federal government in the notice that was posted?
It says that we will be working with federal departments and agencies. It also says that
Metrolinx will be collecting information which would be used if there is a requirement for a
federal environmental assessment for any projects identified by the plan which will be built
later.

Is there legal stuff I should know? The plan may recommend building projects such as
new stations, new transit lines, or creating new bike paths. These projects may be required
to complete either Class or individual provincial or federal environmental assessments. This
Regional Transportation Plan Study will play an important part of the environmental
assessment of those new facilities. That is, the plan will provide answers to key questions
associated with different phases of the environmental assessment process:

Phase 1 What are the opportunities and problems? Do we need new
transportation facilities?

Phase 2 What sort of facilities do we need in
tod among the types of systems that c
preferred transportation system?

Phase 3 The plan may recommended network corridors. It may also indicate

preferred technologies for each new transportation facility.

After the plan is approved, you will not be able to re-open these questions later. If you want
to comment on them, you should participate in developing the plan.

If you wish to be added to the study mailing list or for further information on this project,
please contact:

James O6 Mar a

Executive Lead i Environmental Policy and Planning
Metrolinx

Suite 901, 20 Bay St.

Toronto, ON, M5] 2N8

Phone: 416-874-5920
E-mail: James.OMara@metrolinx.com

Aussi disponible en francais
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